__Ob' 


ECC 


rver 


Spring 2015 


March 25, vol 78 no 5 


Online at Observer.NECC.Mass.edu * The award-winning student newspaper of Northern Essex Community College * Haverhill and Lawrence, Mass. 


RESERVE A 
SEAT FOR 
COMMENCEMENT 


The 53rd Annual Commence- 
ment Ceremony will take place 
on May 16. 

The ceremony will take place 
in the Quadrangle at 11 a.m. 

Participants must be there at 
10:30 a.m. 

Reservations and cap and 
gown orders must be submitted 
by April 1. 

Reservations may be submit- 
ted at http://bit.ly/1GMWrBO 

A link to the doc can be found 
in your student email. 


SPURK RENOVATION 
MEETING TO 

BE HELD IN 
HAVERHILL AND 
LAWRENCE 


Vice Presidents Bill Heineman 
and David Gingerella, as well as 
members of the DCAMM Spurk 
Renovation Design Team will 
be holding a meeting on April 2 
answering questions about the 
upcoming Spurk building reno- 
vations. 

The Haverhill meeting will be 
in Lecture Hall A, and the Law- 
rence meeting will be in LC301. 

Students, faculty and staff are 
all invited to attend. Cookies and 
beverages will be served. 


STUDENT 
RESEARCH 
ASSISTANTS NEEDED 
FOR MAINE 

Students are needed this 


spring to serve as field research 
assistants for wild birds. 

As a research assistant, stu- 
dents will work with Sarah 
Courchesne and the banding team 
at the Shoals Marine Laboratory 
on Appledore Island in Maine for 
May 25 through the 31 capturing, 
banding and sampling blood from 
two species of gulls. 

Students who volunteer will 
not receive a stipend, however, 
boat transport, housing and meals 
are all paid for. 

All students, regardless of 
their major, are encouraged to 
apply. 

Further information on how to 
apply for this opportunity can be 
found at 

http://bit.ly/1CL39Z7 


5 | Internships impact lives and career 
decisions for business students 


Internships can 
help establish 
connections and 
work experience for 


people entering the 
field 


By Swatna RICHARDS 


Correspondent 
The internship program for 
business, communications, and 


CIS majors started up this semes- 
ter and has already been making 
an impact on those who chose to 
get involved. 

Three business transfer majors 
-- Lucy Ouellette, Alison Posey 
and Adam Bergstrom -- have 
found that the opportunities and 
experience gained through their 
internships has been well worth 
the work they’ve put into it. 

Lucy Ouellette, a sophomore 
at NECC, is interning at the Co- 
ca-Cola Bottling Company of 
Northern New England in Bed- 
ford, N.H. 

The company actually has a 
relationship with NECC by dis- 
tributing Coca Cola to the college 
which can be found in the Spurk 
building café. 

“JT loved it,’ said Ouellette. 
“It’s one of those iconic compa- 
nies, and I feel really blessed to 
work there.” 

Ouellette is currently working 
on implementing a training guide. 

“So far I’ve made two Pow- 
erPoints that go over the training 
resources available for the em- 
ployees, as well as an easy-access 
document for the recommended 
training that brings them straight 
to the training. 

‘A lot- of the training helps 
them with great skills that can 
help them with their everyday 
sales, such as time management, 
listening, thinking styles, han- 
dling objections and probing for 
gaps, to name a few examples,” 
she said. 

Later on in the semester, she 
will get to do the presentation in 
front of several managers from 
the Coca Cola Company. She 
will be showing them what she’s 
come up with and how the man- 
agers can implement it. 

“I?m excited but nervous,” 
said. 

When there’s not a main proj- 
ect for Ouellette to be working 
on, she’ll help other employees 
with little projects. 

She has been able to gain more 
hands-on experience based on 
what she learned in the internship 
class, and has been able to see the 


she 


company work as a team. The in- 
ternship has given her inspiration 
for what she may want to do fora 
career in the future. 

“It’s great working for a com- 
pany that cares about the envi- 
ronment and recycling,” she said. 
Ouellette herself owns a pair of 
sneakers made of Coca-Cola bot- 
tles, personally displaying the 
beneficial ways Coca-Cola uses 
recycling. 

“Everyone who works there is 
happy to be there,” she said. “It’s 
the internship of a lifetime.” 

Alison Posey, a sophomore at 
NECC, started out at a four-year 
college in South Carolina but 
came back for financial reasons. 
It was when she started going to 
NECC that she realized she want- 
ed to do accounting. 

This semester she is interning 
at Moody, Famiglietti & Andron- 
ico, an accounting firm in Tewks- 
bury, Mass. She had been looking 
for an internship for over a year, 
and reaching out to several dif- 
ferent companies, but never was 
able to find an opening. 

In one of her accounting class- 
es, Ashley Moore, the coordinator 
of the internship program, came 
in and discussed the internships 
available for Business majors. 

Posey said she was “very hap- 
py” when presented with the op- 
portunity to intern at this firm. 

‘I would definitely use the 
word ‘impressed’,” said Posey 
when describing her first impres- 
sion of the firm. “They treat their 
employees very well.” 

Posey’s main responsibilities 
are working in the audit depart- 
ment. Accountants in the depart- 
ment will list tasks they need 
completed and it’s her job to 
complete them. 

An example of a task she may 
have would be verifying if a cus- 
tomer was billed to make sure a 
company is receiving money. 

One of the things Posey ap- 
preciates about her internship is 
that there’s good communication 
in the department, and a lot of 
people who she can reach out to 
if she gets stuck with something. 

Posey sits diagonally from the 
President of Strategic Talent, a 
firm affiliated with MFA, in the 
office. 

“What she does seems so in- 
teresting, and I’ve been thinking 
about reaching out to her,” she 
said. 

Posey hopes to ae advantage 
of the connections and network- 
ing that the internship is provid- 
ing her with to help her as she 
works on finding the right career 
for her. 


“My favorite part is being ex- 
posed to a professional business 
environment,” said Posey. “It’s 
awesome to actually see what a 
real job is like and apply skills 
I learned in the classroom in the 
work environment.” 

Although she’s enjoyed the 
experience at the firm, Posey 
said, “There’s so many ways to 
go in accounting and I want to 
explore more in accounting than 
just audit.” The internship has 
still been an opportunity that will 
help her to build her path to the 
right career. 

From her experience so far at 
the internship, Posey has come 
up with two possible options for 
career paths. 

The first is private accounting, 
which would involve working for 
one specific company and han- 
dling their accounting. The sec- 
ond is human resources. 

“T think that’s why I’m natu- 
rally curious about the President 
of Strategic Talent,” she said. “As 
a people person, I see myself be- 


ing able to hire people best fit for é 


a position.” 

Adam Bergstrom, also a soph- 
omore at NECC, is interning at 
MFA as well. Originally, he want- 
ed to pursue music when he came 
to NECC. 

He decided to switch to busi- 
ness transfer and ended up loving 
his first accounting class. He still 
plays in a band and pursues music 
on the side while he’s in college. 

Last semester, Bergstrom took 
an accounting class. One partic- 
ular day, he was planning on in- 
quiring about internship opportu- 
nities, when his professor pulled 
him aside and told him about an 
internship available at MFA. 

He jumped at the opportuni- 
ty and was introduced to one of 
the company managers through 
email shortly after. 

“J started researching the com- 
pany like crazy,” Bergstrom said, 
once he had set up an interview. 

Bergstrom cdme to his inter- 
view dressed in a suit and tie, and 
was surprised when he saw the 
HR woman wearing jeans. 

“J felt really nervous going 
into it, but the HR-woman told me 
to sit back and relax,” he said. “I 
got offered coffee probably three 
times a day when | first started in- 
terning there.” 

Bergstrom’s main job is to as- 
sist the tax staff. He works with a 
software called Caseware where 
clients’ information is stored. Al- 
though the work can sometimes 
be stressful, Bergstrom is dedi- 
cated to making sure he is doing 
his job efficiently. 


“As tedious as the work may 
be sometimes, it’s time-saving 
for other employees,” said Berg- 
strom. Bergstrom also said that 
there is good communication in 
the workplace. “If I’m ever strug- 
gling with anything, I never hesi- 
tate to ask,” he said. 

Interning at MFA has made 
Bergstrom feel even more confi- 
dent in his career choice. 

“It’s worth it. I love it, and 
I'd love to go back in the fall. I 
can definitely see myself work- 
ing there for an entire career,” he 
said. 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 


Wednesday, March 25: 
Research paper workshop, 
part 2 
story ym 
L-022, Dimitry, butiding 
Lawrence campus 


“Thursday, March 26: 
Research paper workshop, 


am. 
“C208, Spurk building 
--Haverhill Campus 


Scholarship Workshop 
noon to I-p.m. 

L243 
Lawrence:-campus 


‘Saturday, March 28: 
NECC Open House 
10-.a.m: to. noon 

© 414-Common Street 

Lawrence 


Music Department Open 
House 
Sto 7 pm, 


Wednesday, April 1: 
International Festival 
Th a.m, tot p.m. 
Haverhill campus 


Thursday, April 2: 
Scholarship Workshop 
hoon to} p.m. 
+243, Dimitry. building 
Lawrence campus 


Dental Assisting Info 
~ Session 
3 to. 4 p.m. 
E-143,: Dimitry Building 
Lawrence Campusvt 


The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 


Page 2 * NECC Observer * March 25, 2015 


NECC releases new mission statement 


This year NECC got a new mission statement. Beginning in 2014 a 
committee has been working on developing a new statement to replace 
the previous statement, which had been in place since 1992. 

The committee worked with students, faculty and staff to gather 
input on what kinds of values NECC’s community was looking for the 
college to uphold. This is what they came up with: 


At NECC, our mission is to educate and inspire our 
students to succeed. We provide a welcoming environment 
focused on teaching and learning—strongly committed to 
unlocking the potential within each student and empowering 
our diverse community of learners to meet their individual 
goals. We are a community college dedicated to creating 
vibrant and innovative opportunities that encourage excellence 
and enhance the cultural and economic life of our region. 


Mission statements are an im- 
portant part of any college -- they 
give prospective and current stu- 
dents and idea of the atmosphere 
and aims of the institution, and 
they allow for administration, 
faculty and staff to maintain per- 
spective of the overarching goals 
of the college. 

NECC differs from the norm 
when it comes to goals and mis- 
sion because it’s a communi- 
ty college. Its role is not just to 
provide a good edcuation but to 
do so affordably, especially in 
comparison to four-year institu- 
tions, and to make that education 
accessible to people who may for 


any number of reasons be unable 
to attend a traditional university. 

NECC embraces the diversity 
of its community and we at the 
Observer are glad to see that the 
administration sees it as a cen- 
tral priority to make the school 
a comfortable place for all of its 
students, in the full variety of 
ability, background and goals. 

The new mission statement is 
accurate to the stated goals of the 
college, and it will hopefully keep 
driving NECC to keep adapting 
and improving into the future. A 
mission statement is only as good 
as its delegates. 
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“T trained for boxing.” “Worked at Not Your 


ANDREW CHRISTOPHER 


What did you do over 
Spring Break? 


“I went to visit family 
in Wisconsin.” 


? 


Average Joe’s in Methuen.’ 


JARED JACOB 
Computer Sciences 


BRENDAN CHRITIEN 
Physical Education 


JOHNNY Rosa 
Movement Science 


. oF 


“Worked.” 


“I went to Florida -- I just got 
back today. Had some fun 
with the family.” 
Watip MALIK 
Mechanical Engineering 


“T went to a funeral.” 


FRANK ARMSTRONG 


Communication Art Major 
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Coffee war: 's, ‘Bucks or Pan’ 


Students voice 
their opinions on 
preferred coffee 
joints 
By ASHLEE RosE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editior 
Being a college student, I try 
to spend my money wisely, but 
when it comes to spending money 
on coffee to get me through my 
classes -- that’s a different story. 
The top 3 places that are in 
close proximity to NEEC that 
soothe our coffee needs are 


Dunkin Donuts, Starbucks and 
Panera Bread. 


Each has its own unique taste 
and atmosphere. 

Growing up in New England, 
I was raised on Dunks. As New 
Englanders say, Dunks is a New 
England thing. 

“Dunks. It’s a New England 
staple, and their coffee, lattes, etc 
taste great to me,” said Mandy 
Chaput. 

“Dunks for coffee, because I 
think starbucks is too strong, but I 
like starbucks teas,” said Amanda 
Taylor. 

The thing I like about Dunks 
is the price -- it’s very reason- 
able. Compared to Starbucks and 
Panera, Dunks comes in first as 
the least expensive. 


ose Ferrante 


Photo by Ashlee 
Starbucks sells more elaborate and expensive coffees, as 


well as bakery items like cake pops. 


ARIES 


When it comes to the atmo- 
sphere at Dunks, I prefer to relax 
at either a Starbucks or Panera. | 
feel like some Dunks are more of 
an “eat and go’ atmosphere while 
Panera and Starbucks are more of 
a professional atmosphere. 

For the taste of coffee, I prefer 
Dunks to Starbucks and Panera -- 
their coffee is too strong for my 
liking. 

Starbucks makes amazing 
lattes and frappuccinos that I like 
much better than Dunks, but the 
price is way out of my budget. 

“J don’t drink coffee, but 
Dunkin donuts is so gross ... 
never been to Panera, Starbucks 
tastes the most real but they are 
way too expensive,” said Ashley 
Winter Wolfendale. 

For the cost of one drink at 
Starbucks, I could get two at 
Dunkins. 

“Starbucks all the way,” said 
Brittany Sarcione. 


Panera Bread wins the “best 
food” category. 
“Starbucks for coffee -- 


they’re the best and have a lot 
more options. Also their holiday 
drinks are awesome! But Panera 
for soup, bagels and sandwich- 
es,” said Rachel Roz. 

Panera’s prices are reasonable 
-- it’s not a place that I would go 
to every day but definitely a must 
at least once a week. 


Horoscopes for 
the extremely 
busy: 


Photos by Ashlee Rose Ferrante 
Panera is better known for its food items than it is for its 


coffee. 


WHY TRANSFER TO 


It’s a bad week to 
buy a used car. 
TAURUS 

No matter how 
many times you 
look, that thing is 
still going to be 
there. 


LETTERS 


To the editor, 
On this 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights march 


f GEMINI 
on Selma, the net worth of a white family of four is | Everyone's A 
$141,900 while the net worth of an African American deaoy realy, 
. * k en ou thin 
family of four is $11,000. eat oe 
CANCER 
The net worth of white families being 13 times | Look up “Rack- 
greater than that of African American families (Pew | ©€<t'ns. Then: 
. , consider a career 
Research Center, Dec. 12, 2014). Bill Gates ’s personal eae 
net worth (not his company’s) is $79 billion, 7 million | Lro 


You have a bright 
future as a nanoro- 
botics test subject. 
VIRGO 

Duck! (Read when 
applicable.) 
LiBRA 

Did you get that 
thing I sent you? 


times greater than that of an African American family 


of four. 


This calculates out to Bill Gates’s net worth being 
equal to that of a combined net worth for 28 million 
African Americans. 


; Scorrio 
j What does this say about us as a people, as a na Pe tcal ead. 
tion? er floating. 


SAGITARIUS 
Cancel your trip to 
Wales. 
CAPRICORN 

That hat’s not do- 
ing you any favors. 
AQUARIUS 

Keep it to yourself. 
Pisces 

Leave $11 on your 
windowsill for a 
sudden misfortune. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 
eee OOO ere 


You can reach us at: 
978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 2% hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is 

a student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 


Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 
health sciences, nursing and 
communications. And we’re 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www. quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAG UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 


Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 
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Teaching alcohol safety with fun 


Alcohol and drug 
Jeopardy was a big 
hit in Spurk 


By CHAD GORHAM 
News Editor 

The week before spring break, 
the Student Engagement Center 
held a Safe Spring Break in the 
Spurk lobby, the week before 
spring break happened. 

Safe Spring Break educates 
students about the do’s and don’ts 
about staying safe while on spring 


break. What is the safe amount of 


alcohol in a given time frame was 
a big topic. Most students did not 
realize the amount of alcohol it 


would take to get them intoxicat- 
ed. 

Kadee Tapley, Assistant Pro- 
gram Coordinator in Student En- 
gagement said, “I enjoy teaching 
the students about alcohol safety, 
they should know how to be safe 
when they are on break.” 

One of the popular events 
that went on was Drug and Al- 
cohol Safety Jeopardy, held by 
Rob Parker and the Sport and 
Fitness Center. Students would 
answer questions based on facts 
about drugs, alcohol and tobac- 
co. Questions had to be answered 
like, “How many hours does it 
take for three alcoholic beverages 
to leave your blood, what is the 


BOSTON 
ui ARCHITECTURAL 
COLLEGE 


Join s for an open house 
and integrated studio 
experience on April 6 


617.585.0123 


legal drinking age and what are 
certain nicknames of drugs and 
their real names?” 

Prizes were offered to the 
winners that would normally be 
earned by working out at the gym 
over a semester. Some of the priz- 
es were backpacks, t-shirts, water 
bottles and other prizes. 

James Traverso, a Criminal 
Justice student said, “I wanted 
to play to win the backpack. I 
played twice and lost both times. 
No backpack for me.” 

Despite not winning a prize 
Traverso kept a positive attitude 
and said, “Well I learned a lot of 
things I did not know before. * 


for students was the red solo cup 
challenge. The challenge was to 
decide if the lines on a solo cup 
had a meaning or not and if it did 
what did the lines mean. A lot of 
the students were not sure what 
the lines meant. 

“T was shocked to find out the 
very first line on the very bottom 
of the cup would hold a shot of 
liquor, it does not seem like that 
much in such a big cup,” said 
Kevin Carvalho, a Criminal Jus- 
tice major. “I thought it would be 
a little more than that. “ 

The other lines on the solo cup 
signify how much beer and wine 
to put in the glass. The line in the 


and the line closer to the lip but 
not at the lip is where you fill the 
beer to. 

Ari Chicklis, an assistant pro- 
gramming coordinator in Student 
Engagement put together a list 
of safe alternatives for students 
to do in place of drinking over 
spring break. 

They had volunteering events 
as well as the St Patrick’s Day Pa- 
rade in Boston. 

Along with all the festivities 
they also had free food for the 
students. They offered up south- 
ern B-B-Q in the form of pulled 
chicken, beans and cornbread. 


Another learning experience 


- 


middle of the cup in the wine line 


Pe ho 


i> 


f 


- 
Photo by Chad Gorham 
Students attend the Safe Spring Break event that the Student Engagmenet Center put on in the Spurk lobby the week before the actual spring break 
occured. 


Open forum held 


Bill Heineman 
hosts open forum 


in Lawrence 
By CHAD GORHAM 
News Editor 

An open forum was 
held on Monday, March 23 
at the Dimitry building in 
Lawrence. The open forum 
speaker was the Vice Pres- 
ident of Academic Affairs, 


} Bill Heineman. 


The 


it transfer here so I can grad- 
uate on time.” 

Heineman said he’d look 
into that problem and work 
with the heads of those de- 
partments to see what if any- 
thing can be done about it. 

Another issue students 
raised is trouble transferring 
credits to UMass Lowell’s 
business program. Some 
students have discovered 
that they’re going to have to 
take more classes than they 


to starting things almost all 
over again. 

Construction should start 
some time next year -- no 
date is set yet but they are 
looking to hopefully start in 
the Summer of 2016, and ei- 
ther half or all of the Spurk 
building will be closed 
during the process. 

Heineman said, “The plan 
was to shut down half of the 
building and fit classes in 
other areas of the school such 

as moving 


forum “CG LL classes from 
gave Haverhill to 


Sit 
dents 
an op- 
portu- 
nity to 


It’s hard to find classes i need because 
they are not being offered. 


- Jasmine Polanco 


Lawrence, 
cleaning out 
storage —ar- 
eas, using the 
Riverwalk 


discuss > building more 
issues and going as 


and 

concerns about NECC. Both 
Jasmine Polanco, a crimi- 
nal justice major, and Elfie 
Grusing a Biology major, 
raised the issue of courses 
that are mandatory for their 
q degrees being cancelled or 
not offered. 

Polanco said, “It is hard 
to find the classes I need 
because they are not being 
offered when I can take 
them.” 

Grusing said, “My class 
I need is not being offered 
in the spring. I might have 
to find a physics class at an- 
other school and then have 


expected when they transfer. 

Heineman said, “We are 
in a contract with them so 
that is something else I will 
look into. It should not be 
like that -- they should be 
going in as juniors.” 

One of the major topics of 
the day was construction on 
the Spurk building. Some of 
the plans for the project have 
been altered, because with a 
new governor in office the 
school is dealing with a new 
administration. The Patrick 
administration has been re- 
placed with the Baker ad- 
ministration and that leads 


far as maybe 
even as using the new build- 
ing being constructed on the 
Haverhill campus by Oppor- 
tunity Works.” 

The details aren’t set in 
stone yet, but the plan is still 
new windows, bathrooms, 
air conditioning and heating 
throughout the building. 

This open forum with 
Bill Heienman took place on 
the Lawrence Campus. The 
next open forum will be on 
the Haverhill campus. Stay 
tuned for dates and times of 
the event. All students, staff, 
and faculty are invited to at- 
tend. 


Potholes causing issues 


Commuting students 
and staff facing 
hazardous driving 
conditions due to 


damaged roads 


By CuristTINA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


The season of spring is in full 
swing when baseball is reaching 
its regular season, the buds be- 
gin to appear on the trees, and of 
course potholes emerge. 

The repeated periods of 
freezing and thawing in the area 
during the last weeks of winter 
has wreaked havoc on the road- 
ways. Swerving out of the way of 


of salt and thousands of vehi- 
cles driving over the streets and 
highways in town, that makes for 
perfect conditions for potholes to 
form. 

Between the two campuses, 
students and staff who commute 
to either campus have had to face 
them. It is especially difficult to 
navigate around Lawrence. 

The campus is located in the 
middle of the city with not much 
room for maneuvering. In and 
around the Haverhill campus 
motorists have a bit more travel 
room, but it still puts the driver 
and their vehicle at risk. 

Motorists who travel on Route 
213 toward I-495 know there are 
significant potholes that have not 
been filled yet by the highway de- 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


A significant tire blow out from a pot hole in Lowell, Mass. 


potholes can feel like being part 
of a video game that’s not fun. 

Alongside potholes are frost 
heaves as well. As the frost soft- 
ens, it can create the frost heaves, 
which is an upwards swelling of 
soil during freezing conditions. 

Such a condition creates “frost 
bumps” that can be dangerous 
and costly for motorists. 

Over a three-week period be- 
ginning in January into February, 
this area was hit with four signif- 
icant snowstorms with tempera- 
tures ranging from less than 0 
to the 30s.When you add in tons 


partment. On I-495 North toward 
the Haverhill campus, some of 
the more significant holes have 
been plugged in around the bridg- 
es above the Merrimack River. 

Generally, damage or crashes 
caused by potholes are covered 
under traditional collision insur- 
ance, but it depends on the type 
of coverage. 

It is best to check with an in- 
surance agent to make sure. Some 
municipalities may offer reim- 
bursements for pothole-related 
damage, although, there is a strict 
criteria they follow. 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


A car passing in the opposite direction shows the major 
size of this pothole on Kenoza Street near NECC Haverhill. 


If a city or town does consid- 
er reimbursement, it must be for 
damage caused by a pothole that 
was previously reported to them 
and not repaired in a timely man- 
ner. 

Laws also vary from state to 
state. The best way for highway 
departments and road crews to 
know where the potholes are and 
get them fixed is for people to re- 
port them. 

At the Elliott Street entrance 
on the Haverhill campus, there is 
a significant dip downward, and 
an open hole to a possible sew- 
age line. There is gravel scattered 
about, and holes all along the 
length of the entrance. 

On Kenoza Street passing the 
cemetery, just before you reach 
the first entrance to the campus 
(near the baseball field), there is 
a significant pothole that takes up 
most of one side of the road. 

If a driver were to attempt to 
avoid driving through it, they 
must cross the double solid line 
entirely to miss it. 

Potholes such as the one on 
Kenoza Street form when mois- 
ture seeps through cracks in the 
pavement or the sub-pavement. 

That water freezes and ex- 
pands, making the cracks larg- 
er, and creating more space for 
moisture to collect. When that 
water freezes is pushes the pave- 
ment up and apart. 

When the temperature begins 
to warm, cavities are formed 
throughout the roadways. The 
pavement becomes loosened and 
crushed by vehicles creating pot- 
holes. 

Later on in the spring season 
when the weather has consitent 
warm temperatures, almost all 
reported or seen potholes should 
be filled. 

During this point of the sea- 
son, there are mainly temporary 
patches pressed into the hole in- 
stead of hot asphalt because there 
is still freezing temperatures as 
well melting occurring. 

Hot asphalt is more resilent to 
weather elements and lasts lon- 
ger. 

NECC general studies major 
Maddi Wilson had an issue hitting 
a pothole on her way to classes in 
Haverhill before spring break. 

‘J was driving toward 93 
south, and before I reached the 
onramp to the highway, my car 
hit a huge pothole that was not 
visible to me. A puddle disguised 
it,” says Wilson. 

She takes the same route ev- 
ery other day 


to NECC and 
did not see the 
pothole _ the 
previous days 
before. 

“T ended up 
blowing out 


my front right 
tire, and need- 
ed a_ wheel 
alignment as well. I spent the rest 
of my Friday afternoon at the me- 
chanics waiting for them to con- 
firm they have the tire that fits my 
car, and then the labor that goes 
along with it,” Wilson explained. 

She as well as many other 
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Photo by Christina Hillner 


Potholes and a cover missing to a pipe at the entrance to 


NECC in Haverhill. 


drivers share the same thoughts 
when it comes to potholes hoping 
that they will be filled in as soon 
as possible, or when the. public 
works is notified. 

“For the sake of the other driv- 
ers who merge onto this highway 
everyday, I hope none of them 
have to deal with an annoyance 
and stressful situation such as 
that. It’s an unexpected and un- 
wanted . inconvenience,” says 
Wilson. 


Potholes can be very costly to 
drivers as well as towns, cities, 


iit tear 


The city of Haverhill has a 
link to an online form which is a 
part of Mayor James Fiorentini’s 
24 Hour Constituent Services. It 
isn’t just for potholes, but other 
services to be handled by Public 
Works. 

The Department of public 
works responds to services such 
as water & sewer issues, tree 
maintenance, trash collection/re- 
cycling, catch basins, street signs, 
sidewalk repair, drainage prob- . 
lems, snow plowing, and street 
sanding. 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


A deep pothole on route 38 in Lowell heading toward 


Salem, N.H. 


and state departments that go out 
of their way to fix them as quick- 
ly as possible. 

On the city of Haverhill’s 
website they have set up a page 
for reporting pothole saying this, 


I reached the on-ramp to the highway, my 
car hit a huge pothole that was not visible 


to me. 
- Maddi Wilson 


—_________9 


“In order to help us keep 
Haverhill streets in the best pos- 
sible condition, we invite readers 
to notify us of potholes using this 
simple form. You may also report 
potholes by calling 978-374- 
2360.” 


The city of Lawrence also has 
a link and form set up on their 
city’s website to report a pothole, 
and other services handled by 
their public works department. 

If he or she wants to report a 
pothole in their area, 
or know of a signifi- 
cant one in a heavily 
traveled area, contact 
MassDOT. 

MassDOT works 
closely with public 
safety officers and 
city and town officials 
to monitor potholes. 

They receive nu- 
merous reports from drivers 
every day. Call MassDOT at 
617-973-7800. Posted on the 
MassDOT blog, they promise to 
get a crew out to repair it as soon 
as possible. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Behind the scenes of ‘Avenue Q’ 


Top Notch Players 
are rehearsing for 


the upcoming show 
By Kim WuiTING 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Late into the night after classes 
have ended and on weekend days 
while most students are enjoying 
time with our family and friends, 
the Top Notch Players can often 
be found on the third floor of the 
Spurk building preparing for the 
next show. 

The last Sunday of spring 
break was no exception, as the 
cast and crew members met for 
the first official ‘stumble-through’ 
of the upcoming presentation of 
Avenue Q, which opens on April 
10. 


aired for the public on Haverhill’s 
community channel. 

A lot goes into creating a musi- 
cal production. This is especially 
true when the production includes 
11 puppets as members of its cast. 
Given the theater’s limited space 
and-budget, it seems an ambitious 
project. 

Susan Sanders is the creative 
director for the show. She was 
inspired to move forward with 
the plans when she found out that 
NECC alumni and former Top 
Notch Player, Eric Salvi, has a 
hobby of making puppets with 
his son. 

“He already had the patterns,” 
Sanders said, “all we had to do is 
enlarge them.” Creating move- 
able jaws for the puppets was 
the real challenge, she explained. 


Cast members posed with their half completed puppets 


during Sunday’s rehearsal 


This show is a musical come- 
dy about a recent college gradu- 
ate named Princeton, who moves 
to an apartment on Avenue Q. 

Through the use of songs and 
puppets, the play explores some 
of the issues young adults face af- 
ter college such as sex, drinking 
and internet pornography. 

Song titles include “Be As 
Loud as the Hell You Want 
(When You’re Making Love)”, 
“Everyone is a Little Bit Racist” 
and “The Internet is for Porn.” 
This play is not recommended for 
children. 

“This show is a really great 
interpretation of what it’s like to 
grow up and leave college and 


“That took many tries.” 

NECC student Sarah Bird 
plays the role of Gary Coleman. 
She said, “I think it’s a very smart 
show. It asks the audience to get 
into their world because there are 
people on stage with the puppets 
as opposed to Sesame Street or 
some show where you don’t actu- 
ally see the people.” She contin- 
ued, “...it’s going to be really fun. 
A lot hoe are going to really 
enjoy it.” 

Perhaps not everyone agrees. 
Sanders said that she recently re- 
ceived a phone call from a parent 
expressing concern about the ap- 
propriateness of college students 
performing a play which contains 


a Le eA! 


Hopefully, I'll be able to say that I rose to 
the challenge. 
- Kelly Schwing 
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how the real world is,” said Kel- 
ly Schwing, who plays the part of 
Lucy The Slut. “It’s a true test of 
all the skills that you’ve acquired 
over the years.” 

Also attending Sunday’s re- 
hearsal were three students from 
the video field production class. 
Besides taking footage of the 
rehearsal itself, they conducted 
interviews with cast and crew 
members for a class project. 

Once that class has presented 
their finished products to their 
professor, the footage will be 


such adult material. The parent 
requested a teacher conference. 

“I had to say no since this is 
college, and the student is an 
adult,” Sanders said. 

Sanders spent rehearsal sitting 
in the audience taking pages of 
notes on everything from the mu- 
sical score to sewing breasts on 
puppets to the placement of a vid- 
eo screen which will show slides 
during the performance. 

Geehae Moon, who plays a 
character called Christmas Eve, 
said, “It’s a very difficult show 


The prop and costume room is located down the hall from 
the theater. Space is very limited. 


in terms of music and timing and 
adding in puppets. I have faith 
that with all of the hard work 
we’ ve put into it, it will be a great 
show.” 

Schwing agreed, ““I’m learn- 
ing the choreography and the di- 
alogue and the lyrics but then I 
also have to interpret that through 
my puppet. It’s definitely been a 
test of my acting abilities. Hope- 
fully, P’Il be able to say that I rose 
to the challenge.” 

Moon also discussed the op- 
portunities available through the 
NECC theater program. “If you 
want to act, you can act. If you 
want to direct, you can direct. It’s 
a really good opener to the world 
of theater,” she said. 


fall, a national competition that 
showcases student actors, direc- 
tors and stage managers from all 
over New England. 

Though he has been involved 
with theater productions in many 
roles since his junior year in 
high school, Mantegani said that 
his favorite role was playing JC 
Smuts in the Top Notch Players 
performance of “Front” last fall. 

“I loved the role, but I hated 
that play.” He shook his head. “It 
was just so heavy,” he paused. “I 
got the only funny role in that 
show.” 

Mantegani said that as a big 
fan of comedic acting -- his dream 
job would be to work as an im- 
provisational comedian at a place 
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It’s a very difficult show in terms of music 
and timing and adding in puppets. 
- Geehae Moon 


ee 


NECC student Rob Mantegani 
can attest to the truth of that state- 
ment. He is making his debut as 
stage manager with this produc- 
tion. “This is a very complex 
show,” said Mantegani. “It’s 
stressful, but a great learning ex- 
perience.” 

“I love the technical element 
of theater,” Mantegani said, “I 
love the props and the lighting 
and the dramaturgy.” Dramatur- 
gy, he explained, is the technical 
component that goes into creating 
a play. 

Mantegani came to NECC as 
an english major but soon found 
that the theater department gave 
him the opportunity to really 
explore a career in the perform- 
ing arts. His mom was reluctant 
when he first approached the top- 
ic of switching majors but his dad 
was more easily convinced. 

“He thinks I’m so talented,” he 
said, “I don’t know what I’d do 
without my family’s support.” 

Mantegani has been getting 
plenty of attention for the talent 
he displays here as a member of 
the Top Notch Players. In addi- 
tion to receiving an individual 
nomination for the Irene Ryan 
award for acting, his acting group 
made it to the final round at the 
Kennedy Center American Col- 
lege Theatre Festival this past 


like the Upright Citizens Brigade 
in N.Y. or L.A. “Unfortunately, 
you can’t really make any money 
like that.” 

Though Mantegani felt most at 
home as props master, he hasn’t 
completely ruled out a future in 
stage management. “Maybe I'll 
be on a sitcom,” he laughed, “not 


as the leading man, of course. 
More like the quirky neighbor.” 


Rob leegeiaes Soaed 
outside the Chester W. 
Hawrylciw theater 


Photos by Kim Whiting 
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News 


Transfer student chooses 
NECC over 4-year schools 


By Erica CroTeau 


Correspondent 

While NECC is often used for 
some students as a stepping-stone 
before a student heads into a four- 
year university or college, other 
students find themselves choos- 
ing NECC after the initial hype of 
attending a four-year school dies 
down. 

Molly Fitzgerald, a current 
NECC communications major, 
did not have NECC on her radar 
at the beginning of her college 
journey. 

Fitzgerald, a previous student 
at Franklin Pierce and Lasell Col- 
lege, struggled to find the perfect 
mix of academics and student 
life on both campuses. As a soc- 
cer player, Fitzgerald was drawn 
to both schools because of their 
sports programs saying, “I chose 
it (the colleges) mainly for the 
soccer program and didn’t even 
focus on the academics, while is 
the most important part of going 


peechapalooza 
event at NECC will be a cele- 
bration of public speaking and 
student empowerment. This free 
event will feature student speak- 
ers giving presentations created 
in their classes at NECC. The 
entire NECC community is in- 
vited to come and support these 
speakers. The theme is “Student 
Voices, You Have Choices.” 
Students in Professor Amy 
Callahan’s Principles of Pub- 
lic Relations class are planning 
and running the event, which is 
designed to give student speak- 
ers a wider audience for their 
work. The event is sponsored by 
NECC’s Liberal Arts: Journal- 
ism/Communication Program. 


Communication students 
organize NECC’s first 
Speechapalooza 


ree event on April & will celebrate 
student public speakers: 


away to college.” 

Finding the right personal 
rhythm on a campus allows a stu- 
dent to engage both academical- 
ly and socially in a way that will 
help move their college experi- 
ences forward. 

When asked if NECC was a 
school she had ever considered, 
Fitzgerald stated, “NECC was 
never in my radar when I was first 
applying for colleges. But I wish 
it was, I honestly wish I started 
out at NECC.” 

As verified by College Board, 
“More than 40 percent of U.S un- 
dergraduate students attend com- 
munity colleges — with students 
who are 18 and 24 years old mak- 
ing up the largest group.” 

While Molly did not start out 
at a two-year community college, 
she developed the same feelings 
and thoughts as the 40 percent 
of U.S students did, “You get the 
same education at a community 
college that you get at a four year 
school,” said Fitzgerald. 


held on Wednesday, April 8, 
from noon to 2 p.m. in Lecture 
Hall A of the Spurk building 
on NECC’s Haverhill campus. 
There will be free food and a 
raffle for all who attend. The 
event is being promoted on so- 
cial media: #speechapaloozal5 

Contact Professor Amy Cal- 
lahan, coordinator of NECC’s 
Journalism/Communication 
program, for information about 
the event: acallahan@necc. 
mass.edu 

RSVP to the event online at 
speechapaloozal5.splashthat. 
com/ 

Or find us on Facebook: 
NECC Speechapalooza 


To explain the relationship 
between community colleges and 
four year schools, College Board 
argues that “community colleges 
save money, prepare for transfer 
to a four year college, help get 
students ready for a career and 
take advantage of all the things 
a four year school offers without 
the commitment.” 

“T feel as though I’m more 
prepared this time because I’m 
going away to school to further 
my education. Without NECC, 
I wouldn’t feel as confident in a 
classroom like I am now.” 

Students like Molly Fitzger- 
ald have found comfort in the 
idea that community college al- 
lows for educational and personal 
growth before commitment to a 
four year school. 

While Fitzgerald started other 
universities and colleges, NECC 
allowed for the continued devel- 
opment of important career and 
personal goals for this communi- 
cations major. 


This paper is your 
voice, too! 
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NECC Hosts Open 
House in Lawrence 


By NECC Newsroom 

On Saturday, March 28, 
Northern Essex Community 
College will host a special open 
house event in the new Dr. Ibra- 
him El-Hefni Allied Health and 
Technology Center at 414 Com- 
mon Street, Lawrence. The event 
will run from 10 a.m. to noon and 
is free and open to the public. 

During the open house, pro- 
spective students and community 
members will have the opportu- 
nity to tour all sites of NECC’s 
Lawrence campus, explore the 
college’s many available degree 
and certificate programs, and 
attend financial aid workshops. 
Over 30 campus organizations 
will be on site throughout to pro- 
vide pertinent information about 
campus services. Featured among 
them are representatives from 
Student Engagement, Financial 
Aid, Admissions, and Career Ser- 


vices, as well as faculty members 
from a vast array of academic 
programs. Several popular trans- 
fer colleges will also be present. 

The Lawrence campus hous- 
es the majority of the college’s 
health care programs and features 
multiple state-of-the-art class- 
room and lab spaces, a high-tech 
health education simulation cen- 
ter, an information literacy lab, a 
library, and much more. Tour par- 
ticipants will be treated to a first- 
hand look at each of these cam- 
pus facilities and an overview of 
their offerings. 

To learn more about the up- 
coming open house event, con- 
tact Enrollment Services at 978- 
556-3700 or admissions@necc. 
mass.edu. For more information 
on programs offered through 
NECC’s Lawrence and Haverhill 
campuses, please visit necc.mass. 
edu. 


Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 


Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni Allied Health and Technology Center 
at 414 Common Street, Lawrence. 


Transfer Now! 
TRANSFER INFORMATION SESSION DATES 


April 29, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. | May 13, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


To register go to baypath.edu/Visit or transfer@baypath.edu. 
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Features 


Kelsey Terry shares out-of-state adventures 


Kelsey Terry visits 
out-of-state schools 


over break 
By Resecca WESTERMAN 


Features Editor 

What does a student at NECC 
do when they want to transfer 
out-of-state? It is well known 
that NECC is a great gateway to 
4 year colleges in state, but what 
about the students who want to 
branch out of New England and 
explore other parts of the coun- 
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Kelsey Terry, a biology, psy- 
chology and philosophy major 
exemplifies dedication to her ed- 
ucation and desire to leave New 
England for grand plans. 

She is the student represen- 
tative of the Finance Committee 
and Executive Committee, pres- 
ident of the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honors Society, student trustee 
and will be graduating with high 
honors. She has been accepted 
to Stephens College, Columbia 
MO, Stetson University, DeLand 
FL, Florida Institute of Technolo- 
gy, Melbourne FL, and is waiting 
on University of Arizona, Tucson 
AZ, and University of California 
Davis, Davis CA. 

Over winter break in Janu- 
ary, Terry visited 3 schools that 
she extensively researched and 
planned to go see on a solo trip. 
The first leg of her journey began 
from Boston on January 4, she 
took a train from Boston to Or- 
lando FL, which was 27 hours! 

“Seeing the view of the coun- 
try of the east coast was awe- 
some. It’s just great being away 
from New England area for a lit- 
tle while,” said Terry. 

The first school visited was 
New College of Florida, in Sara- 
sota, FL. “They are primarily the 
school that would give me the 
most money efficient package,” 
said Terry. 

The college is small, with 
class sizes that have a maxi- 
mum of 55 students per course, 
with only 850 total students. It is 
what is considered a ‘no common 
core’ college. ; 

“They do not have GPAs, or 
A-F grading. They are all based 
off of narrative evaluations. 
They’re an honors college -- they 
have honors diplomas given and 
when you’re admitted you have 
to.commit to being an honor’s 
student. It has master’s level ex- 
pectations, but extremely flexi- 
ble,” said Terry. 

The next part of Terry’s trip 
was from Orlando to Davis CA to 
the University of California Da- 
vis on a train for 80 hours, due to 
layovers in Washington DC and 
Chicago. 

“T stayed there for 3 nights, 

_ I wanted a chance to mosey 
around the area, and visit the 
whole school and see all the 
apartments,” said Terry. 

She had a profound interest in 
this particular school due to her 
passion for animals, more spe- 
cifically the animal biology ma- 
jor offered. She is more focused 
on animal biology as opposed to 
human biology, and University 


of California Davis has the best 
program for that field. 

“They already have an animal 
biology as bachelor’s in science 
so I’m not focused on the gener- 
al bio, I’m focused on animals,” 
said Terry. 

This year, University of Cali- 
fornia Davis was voted the num- 
ber one veterinary school in the 
country surpassing Cornell Uni- 
versity, for the first time making 
someone like Kelsey a very good 
candidate for veterinary school 
which is her dream. 

The third leg of Terry’s jour- 


dents who do well in small class- 
es, much like NECC’s smaller 
class sizes. “Downtown Colum- 
bia is beautiful, it’s like a piece 
of graph paper. Street attached to 
street, there’s stores connected 
to bakeries. It’s everything you 
need within a radius and walk- 
able to the other two schools it’s 
affiliated with,” said Terry. 

The next school on the list 
to visit was Stetson Universi- 
ty in DeLand, FL. “This school 
was nice too because it was pet 
friendly, I want to bring my cat 
Mikey and my satin rabbit Snick- 
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I liked this school because of the small class 
sizes, they have a max of 10 people per course. 
- Kelsey Terry 


+ 


ney was from Davis CA to Tuc- 
son AZ to visit the University of 
Arizona. 

“TI was there for two nights, 
and that school was beautiful. It’s 
massive, but Tucson is a beautiful 
area I’ve never seen more cactus- 
es in my entire life. They’re a 
large university but they have the 
best for supports based off the 
large size,” said Terry. 

At both University of Cali- 
fornia Davis and University of 
Arizona the class sizes are a 
minimum of 150 people, which 
can prove challenging for some- 
one coming from a smaller class 
sized community college like 
NECC. 

It is important to know things 
like that when applying to any 
four year college, and especially 
a school that it out of state. Terry 
took the time to visit these schools 
she showed a vested interest in to 
see how they may or may not fit 
into her goals academically. 

Terry then went from Tucson 
back home to Boston with much 
more to consider for her upcom- 
ing spring break college visita- 
tion plans. 

Over the spring break, Terry 
took a second solo journey vis- 
iting more out of state colleges. 
The first one she visited was Ste- 
phens College located in St. Lou- 
is, Mo. 

“T left on Sunday, and this was 
by plane from Manchester NH to 
St. Louis Mo. From St. Louis an 
hour after arriving I went on the 
Missouri Express Shuttle to Co- 
lumbia to see Stephens College. 
It is the most pet friendly school 
in the entire country, obvious- 
ly that is what attracted me to 
them. There is only 850 students, 
they have an agreement with the 
University of Missouri and Co- 
lumbia College, so I could take 
classes from those schools too,” 
said Terry. 

Similarly, NECC has agree- 
ments with UMASS Lowell. 

“] liked this school because of 
the small class sizes, they have 
a max of 10 people per course. 
They’re the school that contacts 
me the most, they seem like they 
want me,” said Terry. It suits stu- 


ers. I did a thing called shadow 
day, when you commit to going 
on campus, getting an informa- 
tion session, then you get a cam- 
pus tour, after the tour you talk 
to your intended major advisors. 

“T talked to the biology advi- 
sor, and I also talked to a psy- 
chology advisor too just in case,” 
said Terry. She got the opportuni- 
ty to attend a bio II class. 

“I was kind of shocked, be- 
cause it varied 
from §NECC’s 
version of bio II. 
NECC’s_ version 
focuses more 
on genetics and 
ecology/evolu- 
tion, and I was 
surprised _ that 
at a university, 
there’s was like, 
focused more 
on anatomy and 
physiology,” said 
Terry. _ Interest- 
ingly, Stetson | 
University is a 
private _institu- 
tion which may 
explain the dif- 
ference in curric- 
ulum. 

The next day 
Terry visited 
Florida Institute 
of Technology 
(FIT), which is in 
Melbourne, FL. 

”This school 
I really liked be- 
cause it is known 
to be a school 
that is worldly 


respected, es- 
pecially when 
you’re trying 


to get into real- 
ly competitive |. 
fields, like vet- | 
erinary school. 
It is even more 
competitive than 
medical school,” 
said Terry. 

On _ Terry’s 
visit to FIT, she 
attended what is 
called ‘Explora- 
tion Day’ which 


includes the information session, 
a tour where students are paired 
up with a tour guide, and where 
students talk to intended advisors 
for specific majors. After that, 
students get a tour of the appro- 
priated centers of primary use. 

“I got to see the microscope 
lab, and the biology labs I would 
be working in,” said Terry. Stu- 
dents are admitted directly to 
a major at FIT. “I don’t need to 
apply to biology and then apply 
again to pre-med, I would be 
admitted directly into biological 
science pre-med. 

All coursework begins in the 
major so there’s none’ of this 
preparation stuff -- all STEM stu- 
dents are involved in undergrad- 
uate projects right away, all have 
access to professors and funded 
research at the undergraduate 
level, so they purposely don’t 
have the graduate school inter- 
active with the undergraduate 
school,” said Terry. 

Based on the factor that half 
of the school is consisting of 
engineer. majors, Terry is a little 
skeptical that she will like it, as 
that is not her niche. 

Terry is also a tutor at the tu- 
toring center at NECC and would 
have the opportunity to work in 
the tutoring center at Steven’s 
College and FIT, due to her expe- 
rience with NECC. 

“T like the fact of helping peo- 
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ple in something that I think I 
academically excel in. I want to 
help improve graduation rates, I 
don’t want people to let the fear 
of math stop them from graduat- 
ing,” said Terry. 

“I would say, number one, 
look at the field you’re going into 
because you need to weigh out 
the particular field, how much 
you’re going to be making in ref- 
erence to the value of what your 
education is. 

“I know in my field, veterinary 
clinical pathology is not popular, 
so the fact that I am a female in 
a unique field I am going to most 
likely be hired easily. Having a 
12 year degree isn’t bad, it’s in 
my favor. In general, I would say 
people need to start early, | mean, 
I was looking into these schools 
my 2nd year at NECC, which 
was two whole years prior to me 
even graduating. 

“T think is some ways staying 
in state you’re only looking at 
financial, and I’m not looking at 
financial as a priority, I’m look- 
ing at what does the school offer 
me. Based off of a student prepa- 
ration, I think you should make it 
a commitment to visit the schools 
-- don’t just stay within the mass 
transfer agreement, it is a benefit 
to have all these schools open to 
us but you really should look out- 
side what this world has to offer 
us,” said Terry. 


CREDITS: The transfer dictionary shows which of your credits will transfer 
to UMass Lowell. uml.edu/transferdictionary 


REQUIREMENTS: Find out more at uml.edu/requirementsbymajor 


CASH: UMass Lowell provided $145 million in financial aid last year and 
met 91% of demonstrated need. There are merit scholarships available for 
transfer students, too. uml.edu/financialaid 


HOUSING & CAMPUS LIFE: You won't want to miss all that’s happening on 
campus— Division | athletics, suite-style residences, great food and events. 
Housing is guaranteed! uml.edu/student-services/reslife 
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Rowan Brick on gender dysphoria, 
safe spaces, and trans visibility 


For this honors 
student, gender is 


“complicated” 
By JoserpH MELI 


Staff Writer 

When many people think of 
gender, they tend to see it as a 
rather black-and-white issue; 
to them, there are only men and 
women. For Rowan Brick, how- 
ever, things are more complex. 

“Tt’s definitely really compli- 
cated,” he said. “I’ve always ex- 
perienced dysphoria ... but I’ve 
never attached it to my gender 
until recently. It wasn’t until the 
last seven months that I’ve iden- 
tified as fully masculine.” 

Brick identifies as transmascu- 
line -- he was designated female 
at birth, but identifies with mas- 
culinity. 

To people who have only ever 
thought of gender as it corre- 
sponds to the “binary” -- that is, 
the idea that gender is split be- 
tween masculinity and femininity 
-- these kind of terms can seem 
impenetrable. 

Words like “genderqueer,” 
which reflects a rejection of the 
binary, have only come _ into 
prominence in the last few years; 
thus, many disregard people’s 
gender identities as strange, un- 
important, and as “exceptions to 
the rule.” 

Brick, 19, is a Psychology ma- 
jor -- and recognizes the danger 
of people’s refusal to accept oth- 
ers for who they are. As part of a 
project for his class, he researched 
correlational studies on attitudes 
within the LGBTQIAAP+ com- 
munity. What he discovered was 
sobering: in Canada, one study 
found that the suicide rates among 


bisexual women were much high- 
er than those among straight and 
gay women. 

While this may not direct- 
ly relate to the idea of gender, it 
does hint at a startling fact about 
our society: people often angrily 
expect others to “make up their 
minds” rather than be multiple 
things at once -- something that 
people with non-conforming gen- 
der experience all the time. 

Brick has experienced a dif- 
ficult time coming out to many 
people -- as part of this, his recent 
adoption of the name “Rowan” 
has not extended to everyone he 
knows quite yet. 

“The name is definitely a re- 
cent thing,” he said. “I’m not out 
at home and probably never will 


wide attention for the community 
in history. 

“It’s a difficult battle. This is 
the highest visibility we’ve ever 
had, but we need more,” said 
Brick. 

For those interested in find- 
ing out more about these issues, 
Brick said, one has to be careful 
to ask the right questions. Many 
times, people get so caught up 
in their curiosity that they forget 
that they’re speaking to a human 
being -- with feelings just like 
anyone else, and a right to rea- 
sonable privacy. 

“There are always questions 
you should never ask, like ask- 
ing a trans person how much they 
hate themselves or what their 
genitals are,” he said. “It’s dehu- 


This is the highest visibility we’ ve ever 
had, but we need more. 
- Rowan Brick 


EERE 


be ... I’ve been very selective 
about who I come out to, but I 
don’t fear violence here as much 
as I would in a place like Tennes- 
SeGus 

Violence and discrimination 
are major problems in the lives 
of trans people; last year, on Dec. 
28, 17-year-old Leelah Alcorn 
took her life; on Feb. 15 of this 
year, Zander Mahaffey, just 15 
years old, committed suicide. 
Both teenagers’ gender identities 
were rejected and stigmatized by 
their families; in both cases, sup- 
port from loved ones might have 
saved their lives. 

Cases like these are tragic, but 
have provided the most world- 


manizing.” 

For LGBTQIAAP+ students 
at NECC, it’s important to note 
that a safe space is never too 
far away. Brick is a member of 
the Gay-Straight Alliance at the 
school, which provides a space 
for people of all sexualities and 
gender identities. 

GSA student president Kelly 
Schwing said, “Rowan is a beau- 
tiful soul. Nothing he could say 
about who he loves or how he 
loves could change that. We’ve 
grown really close and knowing 
that he’s happy with himself and 
listening to him talk about his 
partner, Charlie, is one of my fa- 
vorite things. 


COG holds bake sale 
for animal shelter 


COG members hope 
to improve animals’ 


quality of life 
By DANIELLE COPPOLA 


Correspondent 

The NECC Community Out- 
reach Group held a bake sale to 
raise money for the Northeast 
Animal Shelter on Wednesday, 
March 11, on the first floor of the 
Spurk Building. 

The Community Outreach 
Group is a student run club that 
engages in local community 
service and carries out projects 
around social and environmental 
issues of concern. 

Meredith Gunning, faculty 
advisor of the Community Out- 
reach Group, said every semester 
the group holds different events. 
The type of events they choose 
to do “depends upon the sort of 
local non-profit organizations or 
projects the students want to be 


involved in for aiding the sur- 
rounding community,” said Gun- 
ning. 

“The club voted on helping to 
raise funds for The Northeast An- 
imal Shelter because it is a non- 
kill site which does a lot of good 
work with providing shelter and 
homes for various animals,” said 
Gunning. 

Northeast Animal Shelter is 
one of New England’s largest 
non-profit, no-kill animal shelters 
located in Salem, Mass. 

According to their website, 
“Northeast Animal Shelter re- 
ceives no local, state or federal 
funding and is entirely dependent 
on contributions from the public 
to cover its annual operating bud- 
get.” 

Jen Adams, Volunteer and 
Community Relations Coordina- 
tor at Northeast Animal Shelter, 
said, “The key to our success 
rests in people who give their 
time to help animals find homes. 


Something as simple as a bake 
sale can help raise money for ani- 
mals in need.” 

Adams said the shelter re- 
ceived fifty puppies from Georgia 
this week alone. These puppies 
would have otherwise been euth- 
anized. 

Nicholas Stuart, NECC gen- 
eral studies major and Communi- 
ty Outreach Group member said, 
“We chose to support Northeast 
Animal Shelter for our bake sale 
because the values of the or- 
ganization were parallel to our 
members’ values. We hope that 
by having the bake sale we are 
able to raise funds to improve the 
quality of life for the animals they 
harbor.” 

Stuart is a proud member of 
Community Outreach and said 
being a part of it is important to 
him because “not only does it 
help the community, but it also 
helps show the charitable quali- 
ties of the NECC students.” 


“The smile and the excitement 
beaming from him is amazing. 
It’s the kind of feeling you want 
everyone to have on their faces 
all the time.” 

Brick said that Professor Kristi 
Arford’s “Sex and Gender” class 
can also be a wonderful resource 
for NECC students both familiar 
and unfamiliar with more com- 
plex gender ideas. Arford is also 
the faculty adviser for the GSA. 

“Professor Arford knows what 
she’s talking about,” he said. 
“A lot of the time you have the 
chance to talk about your own 
experiences, and most of the stu- 
dents there are people who are in- 
terested in taking it. Students who 
will be vocally ignorant are a vast 
minority.” 

Thankfully, Brick’s support 
is not just limited to within the 
walls of NECC -- as previously 
mentioned, his datefriend, Char- 
lie Morris, has been wonderfully 
supportive. 

“Rowan and I knew each other 
were queer more or less as long 
as we knew each other, long be- 
fore we were in a relationship,” 
said Morris. “We came out to 
each other as nonbinary at essen- 
tially the same time ... 

“He didn’t come out as trans- 
masculine until later but, of 
course, if Rowan’s more boy than 
girl then good for him. We went 
through a list of names trying to 
find him one he liked before he 
independently found and select- 
ed ‘Rowan.’ Of course I support 
Rowan in however he identifies.” 

Morris said that communica- 
tion can be difficult with society’s 
current understanding of gender; 
he and Rowan often have to refer 
to themselves differently depend- 
ing on who they’re talking to. 


“Unfortunately we live in a 
world which barely acknowledg- 
es the transgender community, let 
alone the nonbinary one. I refer 
to Rowan with his given name 
around my parents as well. It’s 
a pain and it’s wrong, but for the 
time it’s what has to happen. 

“When I visited him, I used 
traditionally feminine pronouns 
and his given name for his par- 
ents’ sake. He’s talked about tran- 
sitioning eventually, but the prob- 
lem always cycles back to his 
family; they seem like perfectly 
nice people, which is what makes 
it so hard.” 

Despite the difficulties, Brick 
continues to work hard and find 
success -- he’s currently an hon- 
ors student at NECC. After finish- 
ing here, he hopes to transfer to a 
four-year school to get a degree 
in psychology. After that, he said, 
he wants to use his knowledge 
and experience with sexuality 
and gender in a career -- hopeful- 
ly working as a psychotherapist 
with teenagers and young adults 
in the LGBTQIAAP+ communi- 


Considering this, Schwing 
said that support is a critical part 
of any LGBTQIAAP+ person’s 
success. “The best thing we as 
loved ones can do is accept peo- 
ple as they identify. They are the 
ones waking up every morning in 
their bodies, with their thoughts. 
We have to let them know we 
support them. 

“As long as their hearts are 
happy and their souls can flour- 
ish, you should be able to set 
aside whatever ‘societal norm’ 
(you currently believe), because 
you do that for people you care 
about. You let them be happy.” 


It’s time to practice 
good mobile hygiene 


Your smartphone is 
probably a lot dirtier 


than you think 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Correspondent 

By the time young adults get 
to college, chances are they have 
developed proper hygienic and 
hand washing habits. 

However, it may be their most 
precious belonging that is spread- 
ing disease from one to student to 
the next. 

Mobile devices, such as 
phones and tablets, may harbor 
more bacteria than a public toilet 
seat. 

A study featured on ABC 
News concluded that more than 
half the mobile phones tested had 
traces of fecal matter and salmo- 
nella. 

Foodborne bacteria such as 
salmonella and E. coli can be eas- 
ily transferred to a touch screen 
when following recipes online. 

“That is disgusting,” said 


UMass graduate Tony Morelli. 
“When I think about how many 
meals I have cooked and I was 
texting and swiping the screen 
the whole time. . . gross!” 

Mobile phones are especially 
dangerous when it comes to in- 
fectious disease because they are 
held against the face. 

If shared with others, phones 
could be contaminated with any- 
thing from chicken pox to con- 
junctivitis (an eye disease) or 
even head lice. 

“T can’t believe I let my 2-year- 
old niece play with my phone!” 
said NECC student Melissa Dow. 
“She puts it in her mouth all the 
time, and I always blame the day- 
care when she gets sick.” 

According to Women’s Health 
Magazine, cleaning phones and 
cases once a week can help re- 
duce the amount of bacteria. 
Most manufacturers sell wipes 
designed for their own devices. 
However, any alcohol-free disin- 
fectant wipe should do the trick. 
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By MIke A LONGI 
Sports Editor 


Plenty of activities 
and intramurals on 
the spring calendar 


Spring is the time of year when 
everyone can get back outside 
and play their favorite intramural 
sports on the NECC campus. 

Among the activities this 
spring are volleyball, foosball, 
soccer, dodgeball, pool and mat 
ball. 

Once April rolls around, there 
will be floor hockey, flag football 
and wiffle ball, among others. 

There are also plenty of 
activities scheduled for the spring 
semester. There will be a trip 
to see Blue Man Group on 
Thursday, March 26. 

Also, there will be a Spring 
Jam event on each campus in 
April. Spring Jam on Haverhill 
campus will take place on April 
15, while the Spring Jam in 
Lawrence will be held on April 


Track and field has a 
new coach for 2015 


Beau Couture has taken over 
as the new head coach for the 
Knights’ outdoor track and field 
team. Couture takes over for for- 
mer head coach Richard Brown. 
Brown decided to step down from 
the position prior to the 2015 
season. 


Knights baseball 
schedule is heating 


up 

After their game this after- 
noon on the road at Communi- 
ty College of Rhode Island, the 
Knights will be returning home 
for a doubleheader with Bun- 
ker Hill Community College on 
Saturday before heading back on 
the road to take on the Spring- 
field Community College junior 
varsity team on Sunday. 

Next week, the Knights will 
play three straight at home. 
NECC will face Southern Maine 
Community College on Wednes- 
day, April 1 and then play a 
doubleheader against MassBay 
Community College on Saturday, 
April 4. 

The week after that will see the 
Knights play four road games in 
five days before returning home. 
NECC plays Holyoke Communi- 
ty College on April 7, Massasoit 
Community College on April 
9 and Naval Prep Academy on 
April 11 and 12. 

Games are free to attend for 
all NECC students with a valid 
school ID. 


The gym is open 
Monday through 
Friday to students 


Students with a valid NECC 
ID can use the facilities for 
free. The facilities are open 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 
9 am. to 3 p.m. on Fridays. 


Equipment open for use 
includes free weights, 
treadmills and rowers, among 
others. 


Knights baseball starts off 
the season hoti in Florida 


NECC went 9-2 in 


11 games in the 
Sunshine State from 
March 15 until 
March 22 


By Mike ALOoNGI 


Sports Editor 

The Knights’ baseball team 
went down to Florida for spring 
break to get an early start to their 
season, and they made the most 
of it. NECC went 9-2 during the 
trip behind some great pitching 
and some even better hitting. The 
Knights played five doublehead- 
ers, with one scrimmage against 
a junior varsity squad early in the 
year. 

In their first 11 games of 2015, 
the Knights are hitting .353 and 
have scored an impressive 89 
runs. On the defensive side, 
pitchers Ryan McAuliffe and 
Zarif Pajazetovic each notched 
two wins. 

The Knights opened the 
season with a solid 5-3 win over 
Itasca Community College of 
Grand Rapids, Minn. in the first 
game of a doubleheader. NECC 
knocked eight base hits and 
mustered a four-run fifth inning 
to seal the win. 


Several players _record- 
ed multiple hits, including 
shortstop Ryley Warnock, 


designated hitter Ellido Reyes 
and first baseman Jacob Ray- 
ner. Second baseman McDaniel 
Singleton knocked a huge two- 


run double in the win. 

Ryan McAuliffe notched his 
first win of the season with a 
three-run complete game. He 
gave up three hits, two walks and 
struck out five batters in his seven 
innings of work. 

The Knights came right back 
and swept the doubleheader with 
a convincing 11-4 win. Singleton 
had two hits, stole two bases and 
scored three runs. Designated 
hitter Michael Crisostomo 
knocked in three runs and scored 
two more. Third baseman Cole 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Ryan McAuliffe throws a pitch during the 2014 NJCAA World Series in Tyler, Texas. The 
sophomore is 2-0 with a 2.57 ERA and 13 strikeouts in his first two appearances of 2015. 


Josselyn also stole two bases and 
recorded two RBI. NECC hit .400 
as a team in the second game. 

Pajazetovic recorded the win 
for the Knights. He pitched four 
and two-thirds innings, gave up 
four hits, four runs (only one 
of them earned) and struck out 
three. 

The Knights’ next game 
was against the JV squad of 
Utica (N.Y.). As expected, NECC 
ran right through them, winning 
14-7. Outfielder Harrison Smoske 
led the way with a three for five 


performance that included a 
triple, a stolen base and three 
RBIs. Crisostomo stole two more 
bases and knocked in two more 
runs. Singleton also had two 
RBIs and went three for four. 
Jerry Hernandez went just 
three innings and gave up four 
runs on four hits. He also walked 
four and struck out four. Tyler 
Favaloro came in and got the win 
after going two and two-thirds 
innings of one-hit, shutout 
baseball. 
Continued on page 11 


Snow-covered fields could be 
an issue for spring sports 


Athletic Director 
looking for other 
places to play until 


the snow melts 
By Mike ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

With the spring sports 
season ready to get underway 
within the next two weeks, NECC 
is trying to find a way to cope with 
all the snow that still blankets 
all the playing fields. While the 
baseball team has _ their 
yearly trip to Florida forthe start of 
their season, they will still return 
to a snow-covered diamond. The 
softball and track team face the 
same dilemma. 

Athletic Director Sue 
MacAvoy has been looking for 
places to play in the meantime. 

“We've been talking to some 
places around here with turf 
fields, like Haverhill Stadium,” 
she said. “Baseball and softball 
have been practicing there a bit, 
with track running around the 
perimeter.” 

But Haverhill Stadium has one 
of the very few turf fields in the 


Photo by Mike Alongi 


A blanket of snow covers the baseball and softball fields as well as the track on the 


Haverhill campus. 
area, making it hard to find time 
to get out there. 

“Every school around wants 
to practice and play out there,” 
MacAvoy said. “It’s just hard to 
find times that work for every- 
body.” 

MacAvoy estimates that the 


fields on the Haverhill campus 
won’t be ready until at least mid- 
April, especially with the snow- 
fall this past weekend. In the 
meantime, the Knights’ baseball 
team has one game scheduled 
at Haverhill Stadium, against 
Bunker Hill Community College 


on Saturday, March 28. 

The weather has certain- 
ly played a part in the limited 
numbers for the track program so 
far, making it hard to new head 
coach Beau Couture to get a feel 
for his team. 

Continued on page 11 
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Smoske, 1S 
among players 
stepping up this 
spring 


Continued from page 10 

The Knights’ next oppo- 
nent was Vermilion Community 
College of Ely, Minn. NECC 
made easy work of them, 
outscoring them 20-3 over the 
two games. 

Smoske and Colby 
Maiola each drove in three runs 
over the two games. Maiola also 
stole three bases, while Smoske 
stole four. 

Robert Barry got the win 
in the first game. He went six 
innings and gave up only one run 
on three hits while striking out 
seven. Gianni Esposito took the 
second game and gave up one run 
on seven hits with seven strike- 
outs in four innings of work. 

The only two losses of the 
season came in the next double- 
header. The Knights faced off 
with Sussex County Community 
College of Newton, N.J., and it 


wasn’t pretty. 
The Knights lost the 
first game 17-5, then came 


back with® a slightly more 
acceptable (but still unfortunate) 
13-11 loss. Warnock and Reyes 
each recorded four RBIs over the 
two games. 
Hernandez. and Ryan Decker 
were the two pitchers who got 
beat up in the first game. 
Hernandez gave up seven runs 
in just over two innings, while 


Snow plans, con 


Athletic Director 
- searching for places 


to play 
Continued from page 10 

The softball team has been 
throwing the ball around in the 
gym on campus for the most part. 
They’ve been practicing since 
about January, and have been 
outside at Haverhill Stadium four 
times. The girls are just itching to 
get out on the field, and they’ve 
ramped up their practices to five 
days a week. 

The Knights are scheduled to 
begin their season on Saturday, 
March 28 against NHTI. The 
game is scheduled to be played on 
the Haverhill campus, but there is 
a possibility that it will be moved 


_ to NHTI’s home field in Concord. 


This will be the first season 
that softball will be a full varsity 
sport at NECC, which is another 
reason why MacAvoy and coach 
Robert Gillespie wants to get 
the team out on the field. They 
are slated for a full schedule of 
games after playing just 10 last 
year as a club team. 

So while the snow plows try 
to move some of the snow off 
the track to help get the weight 
off it, MacAvoy will continue to 
look for ways to get her teams out 


onto the field for the spring sports — 


season. 
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Decker gave up eight runs in just 
over one. It was Favaloro who got 
roughed up in the second game, 
giving up 10 runs in two and one- 
third innings. 

The Knights bounced back 
in their next series against 
Muscatine Community College 
of Muscatine, Iowa. NECC took 
both games, winning 5-4 in the 
first game and 3-2 in the second. 

Smoske, Singleton and Colby 
Ingraham each recorded two hits 
in the first win. Rayner had an 
RBI in each of the games, while 
Maiola stole a base in each game. 

Pajazetovic threw a complete 
game in the first matchup, giving 
up four runs on eight hits in seven 
innings. 

McAuliffe came out and threw 
another complete game in the 
second outing, giving up two 
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Knights’ offense looks potent in 2015 


Pies oouriasy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Harrison Smoske rounds the bases after a homerun last year. Smoske is lighting it up 
this spring, hitting .485 with nine RBI, 14 runs scored and six stolen bases. 


runs on three hits while striking 
out eight in seven innings. 

The final doubleheader of 
the Florida trip came on Friday, 
March 20. In the first game, the 
Knights beat Burlington Coun- 
ty College of Pemberton, N.J. 
3-2. In the second game, NECC 
defeated Schenectady Coun- 


ty Community College of 


Schenectady, N.Y. by a score 
of 15-4. Ingraham and Josselyn 
were the two run-producers in the 
first game, each driving in one 
run. 

Meanwhile, it was Reyes, 
Singleton and Rayner who led the 
way in the second game. Reyes 
went four for five with four RBIs 
and three runs scored. Singleton 
went three for five with three 
RBIs and two runs scored. 

Rayner went three for three 


Photo by Mike Alongi 


The benches are just starting to become visible on the 
playing fields at NECC’s Haverhill campus. 
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with two RBIs and one run 
scored. 
Esposito got the win in the 


first game after coming in in 
relief of Anthony Dally and 
giving up no runs on no hits 
over three innings. In the second 
game, Barry pitched three innings 
and gave up three runs on six hits 
to earn the victory. 

The Knights’ first game back 
up north is a road game against 
Community College of Rhode 
Island today at 3:30 p.m. 

The Knights will then 
continue their way up the coast 
and play their first home game on 
Saturday, March 28 at 11 a.m. The 
game will be played at Haverhill 
Stadium. 

The Knights will then head to 
Springfield to play the Springfield 
Community College JV team in a 
doubleheader before going back 
home for three straight games. 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Zarif Pajazetovic is 2-0 with a 3.86 ERA and five 
strikeouts in 11 and two-thirds innings so far this spring. 


td. Spring sports 


There is still time to 
get involved with a 


Spring sport 
By Mike ALONG! 
Sports Editor 

Anyone who is __ interest- 
ed in participating in a sport 
for the Spring 2015 semester 
must submit a recruiting form, 
a physical and an immuniza- 
tion form before becoming 
eligible to compete. 

These forms, along with 
others such as the NJCAA el- 
igibility form and the Code of 
Conduct can be found on NECC’s 
athletic website, athletics.necc. 


mass.edu under the header 
“Become a Knight.” 
Players who are __ inter- 


ested in playing softball are 
encouraged to contact head 
coach Robert Gillespie at 
rgillespie@necc.mass.edu or 
at (978)-556-3828. Gillespie is 
always looking for new players to 
add to the team. 

If track is more your style, you 
can contact new head coach Beau 
Courture at bcouture@necc. 
mass.edu. This is Couture’s first 
season as head coach. 

He was formerly _ the 
assistant track coach under 
Richard Brown. 

Those interested in trying 


out for the baseball team can 
contact head coach Jeff Mejia at 
jmejia@necc.mass.edu or at 
(978)-556-3827. 

The Knights baseball team 
is coming off another great 
season that ended witha loss in the 
NJCAA World Series in Tyler, 
Texas. 

They will undoubtedly be 
striving for another run to the 
World Series this year. 

As always, if interscholastic 
sports aren’t suited for you, there 
are always opportunities to play 
intramural sports right on the 
Haverhill campus. 

The schedule is always post- 
ed at necc.mass.edu under the 
header “Student Life.” 

It can also be found on the 
bulletin board in the lobby of the 
Sport and Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus. 

Some sports offered for intra- 
murals are flag football, soccer, 
volleyball and ultimate frisbee. 
among others. 

There are plenty of great ac- 
tivities to enjoy over the spring 
semester. 

For intramurals, there will be 
soccer, dodgeball, floor hockey 
and volleyball. 

And don’t forget the 8-ball 
pool, foosball and ping pong 
tournaments scheduled through- 
out the semester. 
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FITCHBURG STATE 
OFFERS YOU 


* An education of a private college 
for one-third the cost 


More than 30 undergraduate 
and 22 graduate programs 


Average class size of 21 students; 
15:1 student to faculty ratio 


Over 250 MasstTransfer and other 
transfer agreements 


Internships at more than 600 
companies and organizations 


An excellent job placement 
track record 


Study abroad opportunities 


More than 60 diverse, student run 
clubs and organizations 


p FITCHBURG STATE a a ae 
§ UNIVERSITY ver $32 million in financial ai 


granted annually 


admissions@fitchburgstate.edu One hour from Boston 
fitchburgstate.edu/undergradtransfer on commuter rail 


. . . et 5 Mee > ¢ wae , 
All students who ate interested in transferring to Seek io Be are 
. la ’ beate we yin tety 


Southern New Hampshire University on-campus SD ea Peng feet PE 
for the Fall 2015 semester and who attend an Verte ioe gee 
admission sponsored event before the end of May 

will be eligible for an additional $1,000 Visit Grant. 

This is in addition to our merit scholarships up to 

$15,000 per academic year. 


Contact us today to schedule your personal visit to 


campus or to see which events work with your busy 
schedule. 


Office of Transfer Admission 


Southern, Southern New Hampshire University 
ire 


New Hamps 
Sos Spat Cine P: 603.645.9687 
University E: Transfer@snhu.edu 


